What I Need to Know and How I Can Help

Preserve LAUSD’s Arts Education Programs

Take Action and get involved now! Your voice is needed now more than ever to ensure Arts Education access for ALL LAUSD Students! 

WRITE TO THE BOARD OF EDUCATION:
The most effective way to influence budget decisions is to contact your Board Member directly. Share with them your feelings about how arts education impacts your child’s daily life. Every phone call, email, and letter must be counted and considered. If enough parents and community members speak up about this issue, it is hoped that the Board will decide it is not worth losing dance, music, theatre, and visual arts for every elementary student in LAUSD. Only 3% of the budget deficit for 2010-2011 will be saved by completely decimating these vital programs.

IF YOU DO NOT HAVE INTERNET ACCESS:

Write/Call/Fax

Board of Education Members

333 S. Beaudry Ave., 24th Floor  Los Angeles, CA 90017

Tel: 213-241-6389 Fax: 213-241-8953 or 213-481-9023
TELL THEM: CUTTING THE ARTS DOES NOT PROVIDE A WELL-ROUNDED EDUCATION FOR STUDENTS! ARTS ARE CORE SUBJECTS!
IF YOU DO HAVE INTERNET ACCESS: 

Visit the Arts For LA website at www.artsforla.org/groups/lausd. There you will find a letter template with direct links to send to your school board member, and many helpful hints for affecting change. Arts for LA is a 501(c)(3) nonprofit arts advocacy organization working to foster a healthy environment in which arts and culture in our region may thrive and be accessible to all in Los Angeles. 
ACTION STEPS:

· TELL a friend why the arts are important to you, your children, and to the future of our community 

· JOIN http://parents4artsed.org/ and http://www.aieac.org/ local arts education organizations

· BRING a local elected official to visit a school arts program. 

· VISIT your elected state representatives in their home offices. 

· LOBBY state and federal elected officials personally and in writing 

· WRITE letters to your elected officials in support of arts education, and to explain the importance of the arts in your child’s life. Have your child write a letter explaining what the arts means to him/her.

· LEARN about a local parcel tax 

· CALL the local media and invite them to an arts event in your school or community. 

· CONTRIBUTE to LAUSD’s non-proﬁt Educational Foundation http://www.lausd.net/lausd/offices/ethics/portal/Giving_to_LAUSD.pdf

SOME RESEARCH:

Studies have shown that involvement in the arts helps kids increase test scores and promotes academic achievement. Kids who are immersed in the arts are:
• 4 times more likely to be recognized for academic achievement

• 3 times more likely to win an award for school attendance

• 2 times more likely to read for pleasure

• 4 times more likely to participate in a math and science fair

• 3 times more likely to be elected to class office within their schools

• 4 times more likely to perform community service

("Living the Arts through Language + Learning: A Report on Community-based Youth Organizations," Shirley Brice Heath, Stanford University and Carnegie Foundation For the Advancement of Teaching, Americans for the Arts Monograph, November 1998)
SOME STATISTICS:

According to the US Census Bureau’s Public Education Finances report issued in July 2009, in comparison to other States:

· California ranks 47th in the Nation in per-pupil spending

· California ranks 42nd in the Nation in spending for salaries and benefits for educators and support services personnel

· In relation to personal income, California ranks 13th and 16th respectively in revenues from Federal and State sources, yet California ranks 44th in the Nation in generating revenue from local sources, and 31st in total revenue

· Californians raise less than half as much Local Revenue as State Revenue 
· In LAUSD, the statistic is even worse, where the District receives less than one third the amount of Local Revenue as State Revenue
· If LAUSD received local revenue at even half the level of State revenue (the average across the State) rather than less than a third of State revenue, the District would have an additional $1.4 billion. And even though this number is based on 2006-2007 figures, the amount in today's dollars would be more than enough to close the deficit of $480M in 2010-2011! 
Models of Success:

· Some of California’s School Districts equal or surpass their State Revenue with Local Revenue including: San Diego, San Francisco, Las Virgenes and Palos Verdes  

· 28 States equal or surpass their State Revenue with Local Revenue including: New York, New Jersey, Illinois, Missouri, Ohio, Pennsylvania, Colorado, Florida, Georgia, Louisiana, Tennessee, Virginia, and Texas

